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There is nothing to re-construct. If Congress will forbear
longer to o&struct, the country will move on quietly and
prosperously.

Senator Doolittle dined with me on Saturday, and after
dinner we walked over to the President's. He was alone and
appeared dejected. My impression was that domestic more
than public cares were troubling him. He is very affection-
ate and his attention and tenderness towards his children
are remarkable. In answer to my inquiry after a few min-
utes' conversation he said he was not very well, had caught
some cold.

We spent nearly two hours with him and went over the
current topics and discussed men and things generally.
Doolittle, who is desponding since the election, in which he
commenced wrong but labored so earnestly, dwelt some-
what on General Grant, and regretted that the President
had not, months since, placed him in charge of the War
Department and thus identified him with the Administra-
tion. In two or three ways he brought out this idea. While
the President evidently understood D.,he did not -respond,
but gave the subject-matter a sanction, which left every-
thing in statu quo. D. was disappointed and dwelt on the
fact that the Radicals were wanting to, and would, make
him their candidate. The President seemed indifferent to
the fact and evidently did not intend to permit himself
to be annoyed by it; yet I am convinced he watches these
matters closely.

Something was said of Hillyer,1 who is now here and who
is one of Grant's pets. He believes Grant is to be a candi-
date at the next election. This brought up the subject of
Grant's short, sharp letter to H. rebuking him for presum-
ing to give his (G.'s) opinion, saying that neither he nor any
other person was authorized to speak for him on political
questions. Doolittle says the rebuke was intended for
Grant's father, who had been induced by the Radicals to

1 General William S. Hillyer, an old friend of Grant's and a member, of
his staff.